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 I have never seen offering plates as  deep as the ones at First UMC, Hollidaysburg, 

PA.  They werenõt the normal shallow ones that hold just a little.  These were really 

deep plates, and it took two hands to pass them.   

 These offering plates made a statement:  òEach week we expect a lot of tithes and 

offerings to be given.  Thatõs whey we need the deepest offering plates we can find.ó 

 I thought a lot about those offering plates and my life.  I also thought about those 

deep offering plates and the lives of our churches:  the people who make up those con-

gregations and the pastors and lay leaders who lead them.  

 I ask myself ñand each of you:  òHow deep are your offering plates?ó  You see, I 

think we often live as though our offering plates are extremely shallow.  In other 

words, we really donõt expect much from God.  We keep offering God plates of our lives 

that are paper -thin.  We donõt expect much from God, so we don't get much in return. 

 In my life, I may confess that God is bigger than my problems, 

my dreams and I.  If my of- fering plate were really deep, when I 

offered God my problems I would simply leave them with God.  But 

often I pick those problems, worries and cares back up and lug them 

with me wherever I go.  I really donõt expect God to take care of 

them.   

 I often limit God because my dreams are too small.  God has larger -than -life plans 

for me, but because I canõt see beyond myself, I miss Godõs big dreams for me.  

 What about you and your life?  What about the congregation with whom you wor-

ship?  What about your leadership style?  Are your offering plates shallow?  In other 

words, are you and your congregation living ñreally living ñby the promise that òfor 

God all things are possibleó (Mark 10:27b, NRSV)?  Are your dreams for yourself, your 

congregation and your community rooted in a vastness that causes people to say, 

òThatõs impossibleó?  Are the ministries of you and your congregation lived out by shal-

low dreams, small worries and trivial pursuits?  God offers blessings that will overflow 

in our lives and our congregations if we have faith enough to believe.  But, too often, 

we severely limit God simply because the offering plates of our lives are too shallow.  

     - The Link,  Central Pennsylvania Conference  

 Commitment cards will be mailed to all members of the church.  On November 

23rd , bring your card to church with you.  During worship we will have the opportunity 

to make our financial pledge for 2009 by placing our cards on the altar.  November 

30th will serve as another opportunity to make this commitment.  If you cannot be 

here on either of these days you may turn your commitment card into the church office 

by December 31, 2008.     

      Finance Committee  Sunday, November 2nd  



NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  

Nov. 20, 2008  
Items for the newsletter may be 

sent via e-mail  

(mtcarmelum@aol.comñ

attention: newsletter) or placed 

in the mailbox in the Gathering 

Place. . 

Building Fund  

In Memory of Margaret Pope  

 From:   Barbara Copple  

In Memory of Vera Spach  

 From:   Barbara Copple  

In Memory of Reba Livengood  

 From:   Ann Martin  

In Memory of David Fulcher  

 From:   The Christian Service  

      Sunday School Class 

In Memory of Emma Darnell  

 From:  Chester & Debra Fulcher  

In Honor of Pastor Joe Collins  

 From:  Chester & Debra Fulcher  

 

Chicken Pie Supplies  

A Donation from  

                   the Amy Shields Circle  

 

General Fund  

In Memory of Charles J. Rix  

 From:   Bettie Rix  

In Memory of David Fulcher  

 From:   John & Kathleen Fender  

In Memory of Shirley Saunderõs Sister 

 From:   John & Kathleen Fender  

In Memory of Margaret Pope  

 From:   Donald Orander  

     Tommy & Linda McDaniel  

In Memory of Edwin Grimsley  

 From:   Bettie Rix  

     John & Kathleen Fender  

In Memory of Gary Stiller  

 From:   Bettie Rix  

 

Graveyard Fund  

In Memory of Don Kimel  

 From:   Joan M. Kimel  

Gifts Given to the Glory of God  

1  Kerry Carroll  

3 Thomas Shillito  

5 McKenzie Shutt  

6 Faye Craver  

 Jim Stockert  

 Zack Goode 

7 Kim Shore  

8 Matthew Brown  

 Sherri Reich  

 Wil Collins  

9 Brenda Nifong  

 Darrell Flynn  

12 Eileen Miller  

 Amy Moore  

 L. A. Topping  

 Patricia Wahfeldt  

 Sarah DeNito  

November Birthdays 
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Door Steppers  

Nov. 2  Bettie Rix  

Nov. 9   Danny Garrett  

Nov. 16  John & Kat Fender  

Nov. 23  Betty Spach &  

                        Elaine Brown  

Nov. 30  

Greeters  

Nov. 2  Carney Black  

  & Bettie Rix  

Nov. 9  Carney Black  

  & Bettie Rix  

Nov. 16   Doris Holton  

 & Mildred Tise  

Nov. 23   Doris Holton  

 & Mildred Tise  

Nov. 30  Elaine Brown &  

                         Preschoolers 

Doorsteppers  
& Greeters 

14 Ralph Carroll  

 Vicky Smothers  

15 Linda McDaniel  

 Michael Queen  

 Zachary Proctor  

16 Jean Harris  

18 J. C. Wilson  

 Jessica Nelson 

25 Laurie Brown  

 Peggy Simmons 

26 Bill Teague  

27 Annie Simmons  

30  Judy Petty  

 Linda Sholtz  

  

    

In Deepest Sympathy 

The Pastor, congregation and 

staff extend their deepest sym-

pathy to the family of  Edwin 

Grimsley  who died on October 

16th and also to the family of 

Gary Stiller who died October 

11th.   

The cornucopia sounds the joyful noise of Godõs bountiful blessings, of 

the abundant, overflowing graciousness that God makes available in 

our lives.  This horn also sounds a note to remind us that we must 

use our blessings to bless others.   

Alzheimerõs Awareness Month 

 Many of us have family and friends 

that suffer from Alzheimerõs Disease.  

November is Alzheimerõs Awareness 

Month.  Please remember these people 

in your prayers.  

òDo not ask me to remember. 

Donõt try to make me understand. 

Let me rest and know youõre with me. 

Kiss my check and hold my hand.  

Iõm confused beyond your concept. 

I am sad and sick and lost.  

All I know is that I need you.  

To be with me at all cost.  

Do not lose your patience with me.  

Do not scold or curse or cry.  

I canõt help the way Iõm acting. 

I canõt be different if I try. 

Just remember that I need you,  

That the best of me is gone. 

Please donõt fail to stand beside me, 

Love me ôtil my life is done.ó 

Author Unknown  

Nov. 2  Elizabeth Baird  

Nov. 9 Amy Wells  

Nov. 16 

Nov. 23 

Nov. 30 Sarah DeNito  

Nursery  
Volunteers  
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Youth Events 

 Christmas Store  

    Saturday, Nov. 15th  

9:00-2:00 PM 

Mt. Carmel UMC  

 Shop amidst a winter wonderland filled 

with crafts, gifts, culinary delights & 

holiday decorations.  Stop in at the Gin-

gerbread Café for a hot breakfast or 

lunch.  Yaõll comeñhave fun!  

Featuring:  

e Crafted Christmas Ornaments  

e Wood Working  

e Delicious Preserves & Canning  

e Jewelry  

e Scrumptious Baked Goods ñeven 

some for dogs! 

e Many Beautifully Handmade Craft-

ing  

e Gift Baskets  

Hosted by the Amy Shields UMW Circle  

 

Christmas  Program  
òIsland Christmasó 

Attention all children!!!!     

    Celebrate Christmas Jamai-

can style!  Music with a Carib-

bean beat.  Based around a 

theme of ògivingó, other cul-

tures and missions.  This year 

Christmas will be on a island.   

For more information please talk with 

Joan Fulcher or Elaine Brown.   

Christmas Practice Schedule:  

Sunday, 11/2ñ4-5 pm 

Sunday 11/16ñ4-5 pm 

Sunday, 11/23ñ4-5 pm 

Sunday 12/7ñ4-5 pm 

Dress rehearsal is Saturday, December 

13th from 10 am until 12 pm.  Christmas 

Performance is Sunday, December 14th at 

10:30 am. 

 

Schedule of Events  

Sun. 11/2ñ5 pm 

Sun. 11/9ñ5 pm Bible Study  

Sun. 11/16ñ5-8 PM Coffee House 

with the Hudson Band.  

Sun. 11/23ñ4 pmñBowling  

Sun. 11/30ñNo UMYF  

 

Youth òMission Treeó 

      The Youth will have a 

òMission Treeó this year for 

the Holiday Season.  Start-

ing at the end of October 

look for the youth and re-

ceive a bag with a bulb and 

a card with "in honor or memory of:ó and 

donate to the youth for missions they will 

do in the upcoming year and we will have 

a tree lighting ceremony to honor these 

people we put on the cards.  

Christmas Store 
òThe Mt. Carmel Grilló 

   When you come to the Christmas 

Store on November 15th in the Family 

Life Center, plan on eating at òThe Mt. 

Carmel Grill.ó It will be staffed by the 

United Methodist Men.   

Menu  

Breakfast:  Biscuits with sausage, ba-

con, and country ham.  

Lunch:  Hot dogs, hamburgers and 

cheeseburgers dressed all the way, chips 

and cold drinks.   

 So plan on eating at òThe Mt. Carmel 

Grill.ó 

Coffeehouse 

 The UMYF will sponsor a Coffeehouse 

on Sunday, November 16th from 5 -8 pm 

at Mt. Carmel.  You are invited by 

òHudson Bandó to hear them in concert  - 

òUnited We Worship for His Glory and 

His Fame.ó   There will be a love offering 

and CDõs available to buy.  They played 

at SpiritUs 2008 for the UMYF.   

Coffee House 

òThe Hudson Bandó 

Mt. Carmel UMC  

Sunday, November 16th  

5:00 pm 



 We want to thank everyone for their 

support and participation in the Mis-

sions Wednesday Night Supper, October 

15, 2008.  We received $584.00 for our 

missions program.  Thank you.  

  Julie Fuquay, Chairperson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Bucket Sunday  

 November 30th will be Mission 

Bucket Sunday.  Please save up your 

change/dollar bills and place them in the 

bucket that Sunday to help support Af-

rica University.   Thank You.  

Missions 
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UM MENõS CLUB 

     The United Methodist 

Menõs Club meeting will 

be held on Sunday, No-

vember 2nd at 7:00 am 

in the Family Life Cen-

ter.  We will be planning 

our fall BB -Q.  All men of 

the church are invited to 

come and enjoy a good breakfast and 

fellowship.  Hope to see you there.  

******  

UM MENõS B-B-Q 

     The Mt. Carmel UM 

Menõs Club will hold their 

annual fall BB -Q Novem-

ber 22nd from 4 -7 pm.  

Details on the back.  

 

DISCIPLESHIP CLASS N EWS  

 The Discipleship Class will hold their 

annual Chicken Stew Night at the home 

of Kim and Charlie Shore on Satur-

day, November 8th at 6 pm.  

******  

BETH MOORE BIBLE STUDY    

on the Book of Daniel  

Lives of Integrity,  

Words of Prophecy 

 

 

 

 

 

  The Discipleship Class will begin the 

Bible study by Beth Moore on Daniel  

starting on Sunday, November 9th at 

9:30 am in the Discipleship Classroom.  

 The first portion  (Chapters 1 -6) 

deals with Daniel's life, emphasized by 

Lives of Integrity.  Daniel is faced with 

 

pressures and temptations like we do to-

day.  The 2nd portion (Chapters 7 -12) ex-

plores the  prophecies from the time of 

Daniel through the second coming of 

Christ.  

 If you are interested in joining our study 

and/or have questions, please contact Fer-

lin Frye.  

 

******  

FIVE POINT SENIOR CITIZENS  

 You are cordially invited to play BINGO 

on Thursday, Nov. 6th at 10:00 am.  The 

program will include playing Bingo and we 

will go out for lunch.  Please bring a gift 

for Bingo prizes.  Anyone can come 

so...invite a friend.   

 

******  

NEW COOKBOOK COMING  

The Martha Thompson Circle will be put-

ting together a Cookbook!  Please begin to 

collect recipes for it.  Watch for further 

details in upcoming newsletters.   

Nursery Volunteers 

Needed!  

Sign Up Sheet in the hall-

way near the Gathering 

Place.  

Upcoming Events 

We Offer Thanks 

CRISIS CONTROL 

FOOD OF THE 

MONTH  

TOILET PAPER  

 We would like to thank the Adminis-

trative Board for approving a new 

printer/fax/scanner/copier for the office.  

It will help us in making creative things 

for the church.  It is greatly appreciated.   

 Joanne & Linda ñ Secretaries  

 

 Crisis Control Ministry wants to 

thank our congregation for your gener-

ous monetary and in -kind donations, 

your caring volunteers, and your 

prayers for the ministry and our 

neighbors in need. During the month of 

November we will be praying for you 

and your members.  

 

 Thank you so very much for your 

thoughts, prayers, and the money.  We 

appreciate everything so much.  Kim is 

getting a little stronger everyday.  We 

hope you all are blessed as much as we 

have been blessed by your kindness.  

Thank you again.  The Reddõs 

 

Dearest Church Family,  

 We want to express our eternal grati-

tude for all the acts of kindness during 

mom's illness and passing.  Thank you 

for the support, all the food that was 

prepared, the visits, calls, and cards.  

All of which help us during this diffi-

cult time. She was the pillar and cor-

nerstone of our family, this church and 

the community.  She will be truly be 

missed.  Indeed we are blessed to have 

such wonderful friends.  Please con-

tinue to remember us in prayer.  

 

Deb Reeps, April Moffett and Sherri                              

                               Reich & families  


